
THESE TERMS GOVERN YOUR USE OF THIS DOCUMENT  

Your use of this electronic information product (“EIP”), and the digital data files contained on it (the 
“Content”), is governed by the terms set out on this page (“Terms of Use”). By opening the EIP and 
viewing the Content, you (the “User”) have accepted, and have agreed to be bound by, the Terms of 

Use. 

EIP and Content:  This EIP and Content is offered by the Province of Ontario’s Ministry of Energy and Mines 
(MINES) as a public service, on an “as-is” basis. Recommendations and statements of opinions expressed are 
those of the author or authors and are not to be construed as statement of government policy. You are solely 
responsible for your use of the EIP and its Content. You should not rely on the Content for legal advice nor as 
authoritative in your particular circumstances. Users should verify the accuracy and applicability of any Content 
before acting on it. MINES does not guarantee, or make any warranty express or implied, that the Content is 
current, accurate, complete or reliable or that the EIP is free from viruses or other harmful components. MINES 
is not responsible for any damage however caused, which results, directly or indirectly, from your use of the EIP 
or the Content. MEM assumes no legal liability or responsibility for the EIP or the Content whatsoever. 

Links to Other Web Sites: This EIP or the Content may contain links, to Web sites that are not operated by 
MEM. Linked Web sites may not be available in French. MEM neither endorses nor assumes any responsibility 
for the safety, accuracy or availability of linked Web sites or the information contained on them. The linked Web 
sites, their operation and content are the responsibility of the person or entity for which they were created or 
maintained (the “Owner”). Both your use of a linked Web site, and your right to use or reproduce information or 
materials from a linked Web site, are subject to the terms of use governing that particular Web site. Any 
comments or inquiries regarding a linked Web site must be directed to its Owner. 

Copyright:  Canadian and international intellectual property laws protect the Content. Unless otherwise 
indicated, copyright is held by the King’s Printer for Ontario. 

It is recommended that reference to the Content be made in the following form:  

Ontario Geological Survey 2026. OGSFocus; Ontario Geological Survey, OGSFocus (August 7, 2026 update). 

Use and Reproduction of Content: The EIP and the Content may be used and reproduced only in accordance 
with applicable intellectual property laws. Non-commercial use of unsubstantial excerpts of the Content is 
permitted provided that appropriate credit is given and Crown copyright is acknowledged. Any substantial 
reproduction of the Content or any commercial use of all or part of the Content is prohibited without the prior 
written permission of MEM. Substantial reproduction includes the reproduction of any illustration or figure, such 
as, but not limited to graphs, charts and maps. Commercial use includes commercial distribution of the Content, 
the reproduction of multiple copies of the Content for any purpose whether or not commercial, use of the 
Content in commercial publications, and the creation of value-added products using the Content. 
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For information on purchasing all publications, including digital data, contact: 

Publication Sales 
Ministry of Energy and Mines 
933 Ramsey Lake Rd., Level A3 
Sudbury, Ontario  P3E 6B5 
Tel:  1-888-415-9845, ext. 5691 (toll-free inside Canada and the United States) 
Tel:  (705) 670-5691 (local calls) 
Fax: (705) 670-5770 

Users of OGS products should be aware that Indigenous communities may have Aboriginal or treaty rights or 
other interests that overlap with areas of mineral potential and exploration. 

OGSFocus 

Geoscience data, including OGSFocus, are provided as data layers through OGSEarth 
(www.ontario.ca/ogsearth), which can be viewed using user-friendly geographic information programs, 
such as Google Earth™ mapping service. 

Introduction 

OGSFocus is a series of map layers that quantify data from the Ontario Assessment File Database 
(OAFD), Ontario Drill Hole Database (ODHD) and Ontario Mineral Inventory (OMI; formerly known as 
Mineral Deposit Inventory) databases. A score based on the quantity of data available is assigned to 
each cell in the Mining Lands Administration System (MLAS) provincial grid along with a relative data 
rating. The resulting Data Rating Grids provide a visual representation of the quantity of data 
available. OGSFocus layers can be used as a targeting tool to draw attention to areas of considerable 
historical exploration including those available for acquisition. The Data Hot Spots layer highlights 
significant contiguous areas with robust data that are available for acquisition. 

Data 

The compressed (.zip ) download file provides two OGSFocus datasets: 1) Data Rating Grid, and 
2) Data Hot Spots.  

The Data Rating Grid shows the amount of OAFD, ODHD and OMI data available in each cell and a 
rating relative to other cells in the Resident Geologist Program (RGP) District. It excludes MLAS 
provincial grid cells that have active mining land tenure and includes only grid cells that are open for 
claim registration on the date of release. Attributes include the MLAS Cell Id, the number of features 
that overlap from each database and a data rating.  

Data Hot Spots are polygons that represent large, contiguous groups of grid cells that have 
comparatively high data ratings. Attributes include the area of the hot spot, the number of features 
that overlap from each database and a link to an online listing of these features. 

Projection 

The polygons were created in North American Datum 1983 (NAD83) geographic co-ordinate system 
(GCS_NAD83). 

Data Fields  

http://www.ontario.ca/ogsearth
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Data Rating Grid 

Field Name Field Description 

MLASCellId Identifier for the cell from the MLAS provincial grid 

MDI_Count Number of OMI features that meet filtering criteria1 within 200 metres of the Data 
Rating Grid Cell 

DH_Count Number of ODHD features that meet filtering criteria1 and overlap the Data Rating 
Grid Cell 

AF_Count Number of OAFD features that meet filtering criteria1 and overlap the Data Rating 
Grid Cell 

DataScore An indication of the quantity of data available in the Data Rating Grid Cell based on a 
weighted count of overlapping features2 

DataRating A value of either low, moderate, high or very high that reflects how the Data Score 
compares with other Data Rating Grid Cells within the RGP District; based on Data 
Score percentiles within each RGP District2 

 

Data Hot Spots 

Field Name Field Description 

HotSpot_Id Identifier for the Data Hot Spot polygon made up of the RGP District code and a 
sequential number; unique within the current version of the Data Hot Spot dataset 

Area_Ha Area of the Data Hot Spot polygon in hectares 

MDI_Count Number of OMI features that meet filter criteria1 within 200 metres of the Data Hot 
Spot 

DH_Count Number of ODHD features that meet filtering criteria1 and overlap the Data Hot Spot 

AF_Count Number of OAFD features that meet filtering criteria1 and overlap the Data Hot Spot 

HSpotLink Link to the online listing of MDI, ODHD and OAFD features that overlap the Data Hot 
Spot 

Resident Geologist Program staff 
Ontario Geological Survey  

 

 

1 The following feature types are filtered out and excluded from feature counts and Data Scores/Ratings: OMI - 
discretionary occurrences; ODHD - overburden drill holes; OAFD - files that have only airborne geophysical 
surveys as work type   
 
 

2 See OGS Focus – Disclaimer and Technical Description for full explanation of how Data Scores, Data Ratings 
and Hot Spots are generated. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.geologyontario.mndm.gov.on.ca/mines/data/google/RGP/OGSFocus/ogsfocus_disclaimer_and_technical_description.pdf

